[Two cases of recurrent non-small cell lung cancer successfully treated with S-1 as fifth-line chemotherapy].
There is at present no defined role for S-1 chemotherapy in patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) who previously failed chemotherapy. Two cases of multidrug-resistant, NSCLC that were successfully treated with S-1 as fifth-line chemotherapy are reported. A 75-year-old man was diagnosed as having pulmonary adenocarcinoma, cT1N3M0, stage III B. He was treated with S-1 as fifth-line chemotherapy after treatment with cisplatin(CDDP)and vinorelbine(VNR), docetaxel (DOC), gemcitabine (GEM) and VNR, and amrubicin (AMR). After completing two courses, chest computed tomography(CT)showed a partial response( PR)of the recurrent tumors, and the serum carcinoembryonic antigen level decreased. Currently, seven courses have been completed, and this treatment will be continued due to the tumor response of stable disease. A 65-year-old woman was referred for treatment of recurrent pulmonary adenocarcinoma after right upper lobe resection. She was treated with S-1 as fifth-line chemotherapy after treatment with GEM and VNR, carboplatin(CBDCA) and paclitaxel ( PTX), DOC, and gefitinib. After completing five courses, chest CT showed PR of the intrapulmonary metastases. Though grade 3 toxicity-anemia in the first case and an elevated serum amylase level in the second case were observed in both cases, the patients' quality of life was preserved. S-1 could therefore be a treatment option for patients with advanced NSCLC who previously underwent chemotherapy unsuccessfully.